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PREFACE AND GENERAL INTRODUCTION.
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iN.,these’ volumes, which are virtually the joint produc-
tion of the Author and Editor, the work has been divided

<between them thus. The author has, furnished the
Jourhals and illustrations. The tditor has supplied the

intpoductory notes and maps, and is further solely
responsible for the manner in which the whole work
has been placed before the public. The author drew,
at the time of writing, entirely on his personal ex-
perence and observation for the facts stated in his
portion of the book, which thus contains information
that is necessarily new to those that are not experts.
But the editor has not sought to do more than explain
Lall the pomte llke13 to puzzle the reader of the diaries,
usmg for this purpose the best works on the sub-

jects concerned that he has been able to consult, and

to some extent knowledge independently acquired by
himself. However, the great range of the topics touched
upon in the diaries, and the extreme differences in the
conditions of the cBuntries .described, have obliged the
editor to ekpend no small labour upon therh. It has, for
instance, been necessary to explain such widely diver-

’



.. N e
xii \ Preface.

gent—and «it may be added "difficult—rhatters as the
politics, administration and history of the dominions
of tht Nizdm of Hyderabad, the exceedmg]y complicated
geograghy and history of the mounta¥ térritories of
the .Mahziréj«i of Jammin and Kashmir, and the
Buddhism of the Hlmalayab as practlsed irr Sikkim and
Népal.

Tha above remarks will suffice to explain the form
that the bépk has taken; the various diaries and
journals having been given in the following or&ler
preceded by introductory remarks. First comes a diary
kept at Hyderabad durm«v the year 1867° when the'
writer was Political Resident at the Court ‘of the Nizim ;

next, two eeparate diaries of travel ineXashmir for short ’

terms in 1569 and 1871, followed by extracts from a
letter in 1876 to the Earl of Lytton, then Viceroy of
India, explaining what a tourist, whose time is«¥ery
limited, can manage to see of Kashmir, if he purtues
certain routes; next, two diaries kept during two very
short excursions into Sikkim in 18735, origipally con-
tained in a letter to the Karl of Northbrook, then
Viceroy of India; and lastly, a rapid résumé of the
observations made during a journey into the lel(.y of

Népal in 1876, which formed part of a tommunication *

on the subject, addressed to the ¥arl of Lytton.

. The first diary is entirely a political oue, 7.c., nothing
is entered in it which does not directly aﬂ'ect the
politics of Hyderabad for the time being, or the actors
in them. TRe author was in the habit every evening
of making brief notes of all that occurred during the

13
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Preface. ' xiii
day, of pers\fma secn and conversations, dield”  This
private digry lmd no reference to the official communi-
cations he was obliged to make of daily occurrences at
Hyderabad to vhe Government of India, extracts from
which it would be an obvious breach of faith to publish,
ifnot even te keep. Buthis posmon as Pohtlcal Resident
rendered his sources of information pecuharly full and
trustworthy, and tended to make his judgments on the
men ,about him, on passing events and ,on measures
taken, much more accurate and just than those of an
or(hnary observer could poss1b1y be. For these reasons it
Js hoped that the facts now given regarding the earlier
efforts of Sir Sdlar Jang and the difficulties in his way
- are not only new but valuable. With reference to this
particular diary it should also be said that, while it
presents a true picture of an important part of the
dailylife of a British diplomatist at an Oriental Court,
it does not attempt to give an adequate description of
all the duties of the Resident: who, besides being a
political officer—watching and controlling the conduct
of one of the largest and most important of the Native
States in India—is the head of the great Cantonments
of Secunderabad and Baldram,—which contain a large
. population, of Zuropeans and natives and thousands of
troops,—and is moreover the judicial and civil chief of
the Berirs—districts amounting almost to a province of
India in area and importance and governed after the
manner of a Britisl possession. It will be found, too,
that the conversations recorded sometimes take an odd
turn—and this is applicable to all the diaries,—the
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. /
reason ‘seiny, that they: were held' in tlfe vernacular,
either in Persian or Hindusbani

Thie dlarlcs in Kashmir and Sikkim are purely

descripfive, and are inainly notes of brief tours in those
interesting portions of the Hlmalayaa But as to
these, the wnters long experiegce as a highly placed
administrator in almost every part of Iundia, his
many years’ prastice as a painter in water-colours, and his
extended trayels in many lands—Eastern and Wegtern
—put him in a position to observe rapidly and accu-
rately the scenery and condition of the countries “he
wds traversing. ‘When he visited Kashmir in 1839 he,

was Commissioner of*Lahore, and before 1371 hLo had *
been Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces,

Resident at Hyderabad, and Foreign Secretary to “the
Government of India, and was, at the time of his second
visit, Finance Minister. In Sikkim in 1875 agd 1n
Népdl in 18706 he travelled as Lieutenant-Governog of
Bengal. His official position gave‘him the further
advantage* of conversing during his journey'with the
actual rulers of the various countries, with their chief
and most experienced officials, and with those'English-
men who were best acquainted with them. Thus) in

Kashmir he had the companionship ofcthe Mahdrdji .

Ranbir Singh himself, of the. great Mjuister Kirpi
Rdm and of Qaptain Montgomerie, the chief of the
survey ; in Sikkim of Mr. Ware Edgar, than whom no
one has a greater practical knowledge df that obscure

land ; and i Népdl of Mr. Girdlestone, whe had then ,
been nearly ten years Political Resident'at Kdthmdndd.

.
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The author’s observations on the geographys politics,
administration and people of these parts may therefore
be taken to be as trustworthy as a rapid traveller ¢an
make them. - ‘ ¢

Besides the above considerations, one or two points
make the Kasamir diaries especially interesting. +»The
three journeys viz the Bdnihdl Pass were made off the |
beaten track by an unfrequented route, and 2o the deserip-
tions of them afford information that must nzcessarily be
new to most readers; and even where the well-known
and oft-traversed route vi¢ the Pir Pantsil Pass has
been mainly* followed, a considerable portion of the
journey was made over an unusual path. The first

“journal also containy a careful and detailed description

of the celebrated panoramic view obtainable from the
summit of the Takht-.i-Sulaimin Hill near Srinagar.
Lveryopoint in this was compared with the notes of
Captain Montgomerie, who had surveyed the country,
and who was himself present to point out all the
peaks mentioned, so that the general accuracy’of the
account of it herein given is beyond question.

In the éditorial portion of the work, as above said,
the object has been to elucidate the author’s text
ratlier than tp supply fresh matter. Such works, there-
fore, as have ¥een available, have been freely used.
The introduction to the Hyderabad Journals is based on
Sir R. Temple’s Report on the Administration of the
Government of His Highness the [Nizdm in the Deccan, Cal-
cutta, 1868 ; and on a lustorical and Descriptive Skelck
of lis Highness thé Nizdm’s Dominions, 2 vols., Bombay,
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1883. "Other works consulted are Kaye's 'é’/c and Corre-
spondence of Charles, Lord Melcalfe, 2 vols., London, 1854 ;
Fraser's Our Fuithful Ally the Nizim, London, 1865 ; A
Short Eramination of the Ilyderabad Pduers Relaling to
Willsam Palmer and Ce., London, 1825, a tract by a
partican;; Briggs’ The Nizim, ¥ vols., London, 1861 ;
Adminisiration of Lord Hastings, vol.”3 ; Official Papers
Relatie to Welliam Palmer and Co., London, 182} ; Sir
R.Temple’s 3en and Events of My Time in India, London,
1852. The introduction to the Kashmir jburna@l.s 1s
based on Drew’s Jummoo and Kashmir Territviics,
London, 1875, and on Bate's Gazelter of Kashmir,
Calcutta, 1873. The'following have also been consulted .

Montgomerie’s Routes in the Westera: IHimalayas, Dehra

Dun, 1874 ; Sir R. Temple’s Cashmere, an unsigned
article in the Calcutla Review, vol. xxxiit.,, 1859. The
introduction to the Sikkim journals has been corqpiled
_ from the scanty and scattered materials.té be found in
the following works :—Hooker’s Y/imalayan Journals,
2 vols.; London, 1854 ; Markham’s Narratives of the
Journeys of Bogle and Manning into Tibet, London, 1876 ;
Edgar’s Report on a Visit {o Sikkim and the 1ibetan
Frontier, Calcutta, 1874; Rennie’s Blotan, London,

1866 ; Political Missions tv Boolan, ‘Calcutta, 1865 ; -

Sir R. Temple’s Oriental Erperience, Liondon, 1883 ;

Hunter’s Statistical Account of Bengal, vol. x., London,

1876 ; Cunningham’s Ladak, London, 1854 ; Sarat
Chandra Dds’s Contributions on Tibet, in the Jodrnal of
the Asiatic’ Society of Bengal, Part I.:1881-2. In
addition to the above, for the introductory remarks on

. 9
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Népdl there have bedn consulted Hodgson’s Essays o
Nepdl and Tibet, London, 1874 Oldfield’s Sketches from
Nipdl, London, 1880 Wright's  History of Ncpm’
Cambridge, 187%; Hill's Nofes on the Goorklas, Dharm;
sdla, 1874, and Allen’s J\/epaul Dehra Dun, 1873,
both tracts; Fergusson’s Hiséory of Indian and ]’cfs-!em
Architecture, London, 1876.

An attempt has been made to preserve uniformity of
ortliography throughout the work in the represenéation
ofsvernacular names and terms in Roman characters,

.though this has been by no means an easy matter; the

, Plan of traniliteration followed being that adopted by
the Indlan Government and commonly® known - -as the
Hunterian , system. :Fof the benefit of non- Oriental
readers this is given in outline here, and the rules to
be observed are simple enough. Every letter, vowel
or consowant, should be sounded, and the vowels
should be pronounced in the Ttalian and 7of in the
English fashion. The marked vowels are long in
quantity, and the plain omes short. Accent is not
shown, and though the accents do not necessarily fall
" on the long vowels, the safest rule for those who are
unacqu.amted with the languages concerned is to place
the -accents son them. Special peculiarities of con-
sonantal and vowel sounds are not shown, as to do so
would be useless to any but experts, and experts do not
requue to have .them pointed out.  For the purely
Lnghsh reader the followings additional rouwh and
ready rules as'to sounding the vowels and consonants

. .0 . ’ .
are laid down. A is sounded as # ih Auf; « as a in
' /
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father ; ¢ as e inmet; éasainmdte; ¢ as ¢ in kait; 7
as ee in meet; 0 as o in opaque not asoin kof; d as o
n rode, % as 00 in fool; % as oo in jfood; ai as ¢ in

wide ; “au as ou in shroud ; y is always a consonmant; 7

when conjoined to a consonant aspirates it, thus, # is
nevér sounded as in #king but as in kothodse ; g is al'vays
hard as in guard, never sounded like j as in giant, which
word in the Hunterian system would be spelt jaiant:
sk is sounded as in skall. To make these rules a Iitle
clearer, in the Hunterian system the English word Zuf

. would be spelt Zat, mate as mét, opague as opik, meet as.

mit, rode as rdd, foot as ful, food 48 fid, wide as waid,
shroud- as skraud, goatherd as gdthard, publichouse =s
pablikhaus. If these easy rulés be learnt and adhered
to, the reader will not be very far off the right sound of
every word in the book, though he must not suppose
that they enable him to rightly master sucli words as

. waghaira or Khaird'ddin, where Jthe y/t and A, are

[

meant to represent peculiar Eastern sounds not known
to Enghqh. Indeed, it does not much matter if he
cannot, as they are difficult to catch, and it would
hardly be worth the while of any but those studying
the Indian tongues to try to sound them. In the same -

. way "there are two #’s, two d’s, andl two +’s in mdSst

Indian languages, which are never différentiated in this
book for the same reason.

The dlfﬁculty of transhteratmg vernacular terms is
not greaf, but the task of adequately representmg
Oriental place names in Roman characters is quite
another matter fot several rcasons. In the first place

&
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there is really no fited orthography for the hame-of an
ordiniry village or, town in the East, as it is seldom
put upon paper, except in private correepondence and
in official docuraents of no importance. Ife orthooraph‘y,
therefore, being g matter of but little moment, is
allpwed to vary with the will of the writer. Th&n the
names of places actually alter from time to time, owing to
change of owners or site; and the shifting of a village or
swall town a few miles from its former position ié not at
oll an uncommon occurrence, often arising from.trivial
reasons. Again, places in ‘many parts have regularly
often more’than ohe name, owing to people dwelling
Jtogether but speaking different languates, belonging to
different tribes or racds, and subscribing to different
religions. Thus, in Sikkim every place will ordinarily
have its Lepcha, Limbu, Blnitid, Tibetan, and Hindds-
tini nawes—all quite different: in Kashmir, Hindu,
Muhammadan and Buddhist, each employs his own.
name for a place, and this again is apt to differ accord-
ingly as a man is a Ddgrd, Kashmiri, Balti, "Diérd or
Laddkhi. Lastly, it is a mere chance which one out of
sany local names for a place gets on to our Survey
maps‘ and so becomes the Kuropean name for it.
However, the dffficulties of the geographer do not end
here, for until quite latety surveyors and travellers spelt
each according to his own sweet will and on no system,»
so that the same word is hardly in any two books or
maps represented in fhe same way. Systematic trans-
literation is ha.ppnly being introduced, but has hardly

vet made its way “into the minds of the general public,
b2
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apd 4he So-called sensible,”—which is really the
1gnorant and haphazard,—method of writing Oriental
place names, is likely to worry the topographer for
many a‘long year to come. However, (it is clear that
the multiplication of official gazettgers and maps will
graddully do for India what the Ordnante Survey has
« done for‘Great Britain, and fix the chaotic orthography
of Indian geographical names; so that sooner or later
—sooner let us hope—the existing difficulties will
dxsappear o
In a book of the present day, however, all Indian |
geooraphlcal' spelling must remain ‘a compromise, and |
as the maps which illustrate it are usually—for,
obvious reasons—prepared sepatately from the text, the
orthography of the text will be found to differ from
that of the maps. Such is the case in the present
work, though great pains have been takencover the
« transliteration. As regards Hyderabad no particular
diiﬁculty has arisen, and it is hoped°that the names in
the text are represented with substantial accuracy ; and
‘as to Kashmir, through the kindness of the Rev. J.
Hinton Knowles, of Srinagar, every name ;nengioned
in the journal has been noted down in the vernacular
by natives of the Valley. Their spellingdas been re-
corded in an Appendix, so that there cadt be no doubt as

« to how l//ey write them. Perhaps, therefore, it may also
prove a sohd addition to our georrrapluefxl knowledge of

«  Kashmir. ~As to the veraacular character emplos ed in
the Appendix, it is the Kashmirf variety of the Persian
character, and it Will be noticed that the * points”
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have been made to fit in closely to the letters, making
them thus more than usually legible. This method- of
pointing Orjental characters is the invention of Medys.
Figgins. In Hyderabad and Kashmir, tben, the-editor
has been fortunate .in his materials, and such also is the
case to a certain extent with Népdl, for which country he
has had the accurate werks of Mr. Brian Hodgson and
Dr. Wright to fall back on ; but in Sikkim orthography
is All uncertainty. It has so happened thatno traveller
oy official connected with the country has ever ﬁpelt on
any system whatever. A fdetermined effort has been
made to create order out of chaos, but not with much
.succeﬁs it is feared. Mr. Clements Markham, when
editing th.e travels pf Manning and Bogle into*Tibet,
made an attempt at a reasonable orthography, and so
has the editor of this work. 1In both books it is, how-
ever, a pgre attempt, based on the probabilities of the
case®as to each name, when choosing one out of a dozen
forms of it and mafntaining it throughout.

Closely connected with the question of placé names
is that of titles and vernacular terms. The latter have
always been given in strict transliteration and explained
the first time they occur; but not afterwards, to avoid
redpndancy, However, in order that the reader may
not lose sight af their meaning, a glossarial index of
all-vernacular terms to be found in the work has been |
added to it. The titles of native noblemenvand others
to be met withein tle book, ,especially in *the section
dealing with men and affairs in Hyderabad, require a
somewhat more detailed notice here. Roughly speak-
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ing the name by which a prominent and highly placed
nasive nobleman in India is known to the English is
ong of his fitles and not necessarily “that by which he
is best-kpown fo his countrymen ; and we have further
a“ridiculous habit of adding Su‘ before this title,
whenaver such a personage receives an English knight-
hood, as &f its first term were a Christian name and its
second a surname. We thus talk of “ Sir Sdlér Jang,”
which is Just as correct as to say ““Sir Marquis ‘of
Sahsbury or “ Sir Viscount Cross.” In the case of Sir
Sildr Jang his full name and titles were Nawdb Mir
Turdb 4l Kpdn Bahddur, Sdlér Jang, Shujd’u’ddaula,
Mukhtdru’l-Mulk, G.C.S.1., D.C.L. *Of all these ﬁames
only Turdb ’Ali are the proper namegs: Nawdb is a title
showing official status; Mir is a title showing nofnllty
of birth; Khdn and Bahddur are general titles of
bility ; Séldr Jang is the family title ; Shujg'u’ddaula
and Mukhtdru’l-Mulk are high titles of State confeired
on the minister personally; G.C.S.1., is of course an
English *knighthood, and D.C.L. an Oxford degree of
honour. Sidlir Jang is a regular hereditary title, e.g.,
Muhammad ’Ali Khén, Sdlér Jang, was the minister’s
futher, and Layak ’Ali Khdn, the present Salir Jang is
his son. In the same way the late Amir Kabir
Shamsu’l-Umard (both titles) was Rashidu’ddin Khédn
J06. 1881), who succeeded his brother Rafi’'v’ddin
Khdn (0b. 1877), and who has been succeeded by his
son Khursh€éd Jéh, the pgesent A'mir Kabir, Shamsu’l-
Umard. The same remark applies to many other titles
and names occurring in the book, and in order to dis-




L)

» . v L
Preface. xxiii

> 9

tiguish titles from proper names every title i preceded
by the particle-“the.” Thus we say Khursliéd Jah,
but tle Sildr Jang, Yie Amir Kabir, the Muniru’l-Malk,
the Vikaru’l- Umara, and so on. This is a. new, e\pen-
ment in Indian and Oriental nomenclatute, and it will
be mterestmg,to see if it is a success ‘and comes o be
generally adopted as being convenient. .
Hyderabad titles are not given in.a haphazard
fashion, but have a recognised gradation of their own,
which may be explained as follows. They are feom the
highest downwards, (1) Jéh, (2) Umard, (3) Mulk,
(4) Daula, (8) Jang,, (6) Bahddur, (7) Khdn. Passing
over the 6th and 7th, as common to a]l men of noble
or gentle birth, it will he sufficient to explain the first
five. “Each of the above words signifying a title has a
distinct meaning, and is constant, but the word pre-
ceding it is used to qualify it and varies in every case.
Thus Jang theans ““war,” and Séldir Jang means
“leader in war,” “Munir Jang means splendid in "
war,” and so on. Daula means “state,” and-Shujd’-
u’ddaula means *‘active in the state,” Ruknu’ddaula
means “ pillar of the state.” Mulk means “country,”
and Muniru’l-Mulk means  splendour of the country.”
Umard (plural » of Amir), means ‘“the nobles,”
Shamsu’l-Umard means “the sun of the nobles,” and
Vikdru'l-Umara means ‘“the majesty of the nobles.”
Jdh means “the world,” and "Arastdi Jdh means ¢ the
Aristotle of the world.” Amir Kabir (which is com-
monly, but quite incorrectly, pronounced and written by
Europeans Amir-i-Kabir, as the 7zdfat is not used in
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proper names), is a title by itself, and, as it means

«’premier moble” is naturally used of one persor only.
Mjr*’Alang, “the noblest in the world,” a tltle given to
one of-the j prnme ministers, is another such isolated title.

‘It is neceasary now' to say somethmg of the maps
and ilustrations. * The skefches and views are all taLen
from original drawings by the author, made on the
spot in each ease. The five coloured illustrations are
reproductions by chromo-lithography of elaborgte
pamtmd': and three of them require speciul noticg.
viz., the two of the rwins of Martand, and that
of the Darbgr at Pdtan. The faous rums of Mir-

tand have beeq described, measuted, photographed

and drawn over and over aguin, but never before,
so far as the writers of this book are aware, have they
been delineated with so much care and with so great
attention to details in any picture placed before the

,public. Illustrations of the Darbdr at Pitan havesalso

appeared in previous publications, bit the peculiar pink
colourinyy of the principal buildings has not hitherto
been shown. It arises from a pink enamelled facing to
the bricks used, which is not found outside Népil, and
is even there a lost art. The views in Dblack and ‘white
are photo-lithographs of coloured drawisgs and sketches,
and of these the panoramic view {rom the Takht-i-

JSulaimdn _is the most important. Its outline and

topographyemay be taken as correct, for the latter was
compiled, a8 has been alrgady remarked, with tlie help
of Captain Montgomerie, who surveyed the country; and
the former was drawn with special atténtion to accuracy.
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It may be noted, tod, that, an enlargement of the orj-
ginal drawing was exhibited by Mr. Wyld in'the “ Gt;éa.t
Globe” thastood in Leicester Square from | 851 to 18@1.
In addition to the above a port‘mit of Sm Sdlfr J ang,
from one of the lategt photographs of, that great states-
mapn is given,and also a speeimen of his handwriting in
English. It is remarkable that he hardly ever wrote an
entire letter in English, contenting himself with signing
those written by a clerk, and out of some 209-letters
fiom him to the author, now bound together in one
volume, only one—that from which the illustration i
taken—is entirely jh his handwriting. -

» The maps have heen compiled by the Editor, with
the eyception of that showing the dominions of the
Mahdrdjd of Jammin and Kashmir, which has been
adapted from one by Messrs. Stanford in Drew’s Jummoo
and Kasimir. , The general map of India is intended
to show especially the position and area of the
various countries described in the text; an outline
of England being given in one corner so that it
may be compared with such States as Hyderabad,
Ka.sh;nir r:tnd Népil. Two of the maps, that showing
the dominions of the Nizdim of Hyderabad and the
sketch of Neépdl*and Sikkim, have been produced upon
a new principle, which the Editor is not at liberty to
explain at present, and which is now on 1ts first trial.
These will, therefore, 1t is hoped prove to be of more
than usual interest to geographers. The Hyderabad
map,in addition, shows the redistribution of the districts
of the Nizém’s dominions effected by Sir Sdldr Jang
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before .hlS death, and so cpntains newér mformatlon
thqn any map published as yet in England. It i is based
oh the map attached to the Historical and Descriptive
Shetck of the Nizin's Dominions, which, however, while
uxvmg the latest. information available, is topographi-
cally” very inaccurate. The route map of Kashmir Jas
been complled in order to show clearly and readily the
various routes adopted by the author ; and, to enable thc
readet to at once follow the topography of the panorama,
its geographical outline is shown by a strong bhkue
dine, and a light line of the same colour is drawn
irom the potint of view to each plade mentioned in the
description and‘sketch. The map of Sikkim, showing
its river and mountain systems, hag been specially drawn
for this work by the Editor, on the basis of Mr.
Trelawny Saunders’ map in Orienfal Experience; and
the Editor has also specially drawn the plan ef Srinagar
City, taking the Grand Trigonometrical Survey’s map as
his model. The utility of this last lies in the colouring.
In this lacustrine city water, swamps, meadows and
buildings are so mixed up that a black and wlnte map
of it is exceedingly difficult to follow. The colourm
however, has made it plain enough, and the accuracy
of the panorama is well tested by thé platn as theyfit
together remarkably well. Lastly, every place and
name mentioned in the text is, where practicable,
underlined ,in the maps, so that the trouble of the
reader in searching for the same 1s lessened as much as
possible ; and as these maps have been made to *“ open
out”’ they can be readily referred to while reading
the book, without constantly turning over the pages.
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The thanks of the Editor are due to the Earls of
Northbrook and Lytton for their courteous perrmssmn
to use infermation originally containeqd ,in letta's
addressed to tlrem; to the Rev.dJ. Hipton Knowles,
C.M.S,, of Srinagan for the great trquble he has taken
to sascertain fhe real spellitg of place-names in Xash-
mir; to Mr. F. C. Danvers, Dr. R. Rost, and Mr. E
Wade, of the India Office for much courteous assist-
attce rendered in obtaining books and maps likely to
ptomote a correct knowledge of the subjects dealt awith.

Finally, no one can be more aware than the Editoy
himse]f of the many shortcomings of this book ; but he
hopes that they will be lightly dealt with, as it ranges
over subjects both diverse and difficult. At any rate
he trusts it will be found that, though the characters
and actions of many persons, still living or but recently
deceaseds®have necessarily come under review in its
pages there is nothing in them that can give legitimate .
offence to any one, or that can reasonably be held to have

been set down in malice.
R. C. TemrLE.

L J
® Ty Nasm, WoORCESTER,
February, 1887,
. v
o
)
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PRIVATE DIARY OF POLITICS

AT THE
[ ]

«COURT OF THE NIZAM OF HYDERABAD

FroM ArriL 7, 1867, T0 JANUARY 3, 1§68.

. INTRODUCTION

Tur peesent extenf of the large inland tract of the
Indian peninsula known ,as the Nizim’s Dominions or
the NiZim’s Deccan, was settled by treaties with the
British Government in 1853 and 18Gl. Since the
latter date, these territories have been divided into two
distinc.:t pB.rtions. The smaller, or northern part,
commonly called Berar, or officially the Hyderabad
Assigned Districts, has been handed over for manage-
ment to the English, though the sovereignty remains

- with the Nizam. It has an area of 17,334 square

mifes, and its population during the time covered by
the diary was estingated at three millions. 'With Berar,
bhowever, this volume has little concern, and no more
need be said about it here.

The larger and principal portion of theeNizim’s
Dominions is stil] managed solely by His Highness’s
Government, and comprises an Jarea. of 78,003 square

miles, having a population of about terr millions. This
B
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terrjtoryds bounded, as above spld on, the north by
Berar, on <the west by the Bombay Deccan or Maratha
Ceuntry. proper, on the east by portions of the Central
Provmces 3nd the Northern Circars of* the Madras
Pre51dency, and on the south by Ceded Districts of the
Magdras Presidency. - It has for the most part a broken
and vatied surface, and is traversed by a series of rivers,

rising generally in the great range of hills and uplands
known as the Western Ghits, and all flowing westward
towarlls the Bay of Beagal. The country is cocnse-
quently divided by its river system into several strlps

* each of which has its distinctive features.

Begmnmo drom the north, and immediately below
Berar, we find the frontier to, consist of a long series of
low hills, called by the English the A jantda Range, from
the celebrated caves of that name, below which there
flows the Paingavga River, an affluent of the Godavari.
This tract is hilly and’ often wild, and is, on the whole,
the poorest part of the Nizim’s Dominions. Between
the Paingangd and the Godavari, however, there is
included a noble country, whose high cultivation,
waving harvests, and general richness make it the very
flower of the Deccan. South of the Goddvari runs
another affluent, the Manjhéra, which in a tortuous’
course embraces a tract often rugged and not very rich,
though some parts of the Manjhérd Valley are fruitful.

Below this, and between the Rivers Manjhéra,
Bhima4, and Kistn4, lies the mast important part of the
Nizam’s Deccan, and that in which the modern capital
Hyderabad, and the former important dynastic capitals

2 .
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Kulbarga, Bidor, Golkgnda and Warangal are situated.
This aiea comprises markéd wanetles of cotour, s01f
and climate, and is ‘either studded with hills. or elSe
literally ﬁuctuates with undulations. The -entire
eastern portion is dotted over with artificial lakes or
reservoirs, constructed by the Bindud dynasties, and
known in India as “ tanks.” No part of the pefiinsula
i better calculated to raise our notions of those ancient
rulere. Indeed, it is still, after ages of neglect, the
finegt scene of “tank ” irrigation in ail India, and it is
here that the Pakhal Lake is situated, which is probably
the largest sheet of water in the peninsula. |

To tlte west of this tract, between the Bhim4 and the
Kistna, there is a large o tongue of land which once
formed ‘the Hindi state of Shirdpiir under a feudal
suzerainty of the Nizdm; but which, owing to the
rebellion of; .the Prince in 1857, has been brought under
His Hjghness’s irect administration.

Lastly, on the ex#reme south, between the Kistnd

and its affluent the Tungbhadr4, lies the Raichar Doab,
of which some parts are fertile.

Such then, are what may be styled the natural
divisions of the country, but there are also certain
" general demarcations depending on its geological forma-
fion, and the language spoken by its inhabitants, which
must be very briefly taken into consideration.

Greologically speaking, it may be said in genetal terms
that in the north. andswest bjackish trap 4nd dark
heavy soils prevail ; while in the remainder, that is, the

sopth-eastern portion, reddish granite and laterite rocks
B 2
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andlighter soils are the rule. Tl}ebe neolomcql divisions
- a¥fect the hgriculture and produce in the mostemarked
whnnersfor in the black soils are raised cotton and
whedtowlele the red soils produce, the' spring and
autumn harvests of rice, dependent entirely on “ tank ”’
irrigation. Hence it i that, even in this land of
“tankd,” the light soil districts are par ezcellence those
of the artifieial lakes.

As to language, the country is divided into shree
great 1lngmstnc divisions, each with its separate tongue
viz., the Mardtha, the* Canarese, and the Telugu.
These divisions are locally well understood, and are
popularly styled Marathwiri, Karnatak, and Te‘hngana
In geographical extent they. correspond rough]y with
the geological divisions. Thus, with some exceptions,
Marathwari and Karnatak occupy the trap, and Telin-
gina the granite country.

It may be as well to remark here that the territories
of the Nizim are more than usuflly filled with places
of interest. As to antiquities some are quite among
the most important in India—such are the caves of
Ajantd and Ellora, and the remains at Paithan, with
its memories of Salivihana. Of lesser importance are
Kalyéni, the home of the Chilukyas.and Réishtrakitas, "
and the birthplace, so to speak, of the Lingiyats; the
caves of Dhérdseo and Gaotila, the dolmens of Sharapur,
the temples and fort of Warangal, and the curious sign-
post pillar of Antir. Then there are Anagindi, with
#ts memorials of the Yavana or “ Greek ” Kings of
Southern India, the mosque and iemple of Alampur,
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and the tomBs at - Rauza. Famous in Imfory -and
replete “with beautifyl remains are Golkonda, "Kulbarga,
Bidar and Aarangédbad, the remarkable Sikh*town of
Nandair, the great Southern Hindi capital {7 ijayanagar,
and Daula,tabad or, Deogiri, the scene of the first
Muhammadan exploits in the South. Lastly *hear
Aurangdbad lies the famous field of Assayef The
capital Hyderabad, too, is itself a place “of no mean
attractions to the historian and the antiquary. e

Throughout the dominions of the Nizam, and in
spite of differences of tongue, the real strength of the,
population consists, bf various branches of the great
agncu]tural tribe of Southern India, which is Hindd.
The bulk of his subjeets “are these Hindils, and it may
be here remarked that while this great Muhammadan
ruler in the South of India controls a people that is
essentiallysHind(, his great Hindd contemporary in
the North—the Mahardja of Jammun and Kashmir, of
whom more anon—rules over tribes that are essentially
Mulkammadan. These are facts which some critics of
British rule in India would do well to take into
comsideration.

AmJng the Hindas the educated class, as in most
parts of Central and Southern India, cousists of
‘Brdhmans, who, in consequence, secure a great pre-
ponderance in all situations requiring mental labour, .
and that, too, without any serious competltlon The
banking ‘and trading cldsses are in the same way piin-
cipally Marwaris from RajpGtina. There are also some
true Réjpiits in feudal or other superior positions, and




6 P Hya’eraéaa’

some S;k'hs owing to the presemce of the colony and
shpne at” Niodiir - And lastlx the lower “orders,
Rémusis; Dhérs, and the like, are numerous, and by no
aneans tontemptible, often exhibiting rerve and courage
stronger than that of their superioss. '

A% mlght be expected tn a Muhammadan state, the
Mussalmén populatlon is politically important, and it
is in some respects peculiar. The real Dakhani
Muhspimadans consist of Mughals, Pathdns, ‘and
Sayyids of the usual Indian description, who have bten
ocated in the Deccan for centuries. The present.
governing tace is Mughal, and the Nizim’s Deccan 18
popularly known locally as * Mughaldi.” But there
are also bodies of Muhamm’tdahs of much political
consideration, who have immigrated chiefly as mer-
cenaries. These are Arabs, Rohélas, Habashis (Abys-
sians, or more strictly, African Muhamwedans) and
Sindbis. . ¢

Among the miscellaneous population there are
several influential families of Pirsis in Hyderabad, and
in the wilder parts to the North-East there are
aboriginal tribes of a type common to the Centxal
Provinces.

In order that the reader may follow the diary with
ease it is also necessary to briefly explain the constitu-"

« tion of the Nizim’s government at the time when it
was wntten Roughly, all pohtlcal power was divided
between the Nizim kimself %and ‘the Minister he
appointed, but from their sovereign, according to a well
known custom in India, several other persons held an



Intvoduction. .« o 7

almost independent authonty over extensive portions of
the country. . * ’
The Nizim as sovereign exercised administrative
and executive eontrol over a part of h{s army, the
supervision over which he delegated to chiefs respon-
sible only to himself, and fos the payl‘nent of whish he
retained under his own management certan“ta’lukas
or districts called the Sarf-i-khds Ta'lukas. These
districts yielded a revenue of about fifteen Zdélzs of
rupees per annum, and were managed under acconmt

. to the sovereign only by the' chiefs who supervised the,

forces above-mentioned. His' Highness had also a
large circle of relatives, who were held %o be above all
Jjurisdigtion except that of the sovereign himself, but who
received instructions and orders through the Minister.
Their incomes were derived from feofs (jdgirs), or from
cash payments from the general treasury of the State.
The «jigirs consisted chiefly of choice village lands
situated in a circle found the capital to a distance of
twenty miles, and formed a separate jurisdiction called
the Jagirat. His Highness further delegated to the
family of the premier noble, known as the Shamsu’l-
Umard, or Amir Kabir, the hereditary charge of his
bodyguard, called®the Pégih. For the payment of this
* force the Amir Kabir held;in jdyir, districts worth about
thirteen /dkZs of rupees annually, managing them
through his own agents or deputies, under no superior
authorify save tlat of the Nizgm.
With the above exception, and subject to the
Sovereign’s supervision, the Minister controlled all
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departmeﬁtb of the State. His, qffice was not here-
ditary, and’ had been held both by Muhammadahs and
Hindis, but it tended, as do all other such offices in
Native -Indx) to become so. Thus the uncle, grand-
father and grewt -grandfather of the Sédlér Jang, the
great Minister at the period under discussion, had. all
been Mtnisters of the Nizdm. Officially the Minister
ranked next to his Sovereign, and his duties were to
superuae the collection of the general revenues,'.to
control all branches of the army, to arrange for the
administration of justice, tb organize what public works
there were, to grant pensions and al!owances, and to be
responsible fof appointments—all patronage "being
practically left in his hands. «In the performgnce of
these duties he had a deputy called the Péshkar,
appointed by the Nizam, but subordinate to himself.
This office also was ‘practically hereditary in ghe family
of Raja Chandd Lal. There was, however, no soct of
State Council or Darbér, as there %is in many Native
States. The Minister’s title was Diwin, and the
country directly administered by him was called the
Diwéni. Finally, as the recognized channél of corp-
munication between the Resident, as British Represen-
tative, and the Nizdm’s Governmett, great weight
was attached to his position. *

Besides the Sarf-i-khas, the Jagirat and the Diwaui,
there weré several territories included in the Nizdm’s
Dominions, chiefly in themeighbohrhood of the fl:Olltiel'S,
in the hands of Hindd Réjas, who paid His Highness a
fixed annual sum, ‘who were almost in the position of
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tributaries, amd who, admlmetered their pdssess;ons,
practically without control These were the RdJa of .
‘Wanparti, h4lf“ay between Hyderabad and Karnills
the Réji of Awarchanti near Maktal ; .L{he Raja of,
Gurginta in the Shirdpur temtory., the Rajas of
Gadwal, Jawalgiri and Anagéndi, in the Raichir Ddib;
and the Rdjas of Jatpdl and Gopalpet on the frontier
towards Masulipatam. The Rajas represehted families
datihg beyond the Muhammadan times, and the’-State .
revenue from their lands was about five /ak/s of rupees.

The condition of public *affairs during the time,
covered by the diary was largely broughs about by
the financial state of the country during the previous
fifty years; this is, therefore, constantly alluded to in
it, and requires elucidation here. Early in this century
the Nizdm’s Government began to drift into financial
trouble byaeallowing its expenditure, even in time of
peaces to exceed its income, an evil aggravated by
the necessarily hieavy excess of expenditure over income
during the Mardtha and Pindari wars, which occurred
at this time. These difficulties may be said to have
cu}minated about 1820, when the State was brought to
the verge of ruin, and to have remained at an extreme
pitch till 1853, wRen they resulted in the assignment
‘of Berar to the British to defray the charges of the
Hyderabad Contingent, which had got into hopeless ,
arrears as regards the Nizam’s Government.

There were three main rgasons for ihis chronic .
financial embarrassment. Firstly, there was no central
or general account of the State réceipts and dis-
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bursements. The Minister had Lcharge of the finances;
but, in fotmer times, he never used to submit any
abstract* account or statement to the Sovereign,
por did he\grobably ever receive, orecause to be pre-
pared, any such statement for his own information.
Thus, had he even endeavoured to exercise any check,
he had not the means of doing so. Secondly, there
grew up a Sort of intermediate agency between the
Mnmster and the revenue departments in the pésson
of the Daftardars, who were originally nothing mrore

.than the keepers of thé land revenue records. But,

gradually it became the practice for all orders fo issue
through them; which made them the only sources, of
public fiscal information opén 4o the Ministgr, and
which led to real power being acquired by them, to be
used to their own advantage and to the detriment of
the State. Thirdly, there was no central §reasury for
many years. The revenues of the districts« were
hypothecated, passing into other hands than those of
the fiscal officers; and, as money was required from
time to time, the local bankers were applied to! At
some periods indeed the finance of the®State was
sustained from day to day by precarious sibsidies
obtained in the money market at ustirious and ruinous
rates ! . ' .

The consequence of all this was that the credit of
the Government became utterly extinguished, nor were
any steps taken to re-establigh it.- In fact, such
measures of relief as were employed tended disastrously

'in the opposite direction, for the money lent by the
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banLers was supposed fo be lent not on the sécurity of
the Nizim’s Government, but on, the personal secunt'y
of the Minister ! Meanwhile, such pledges as ‘he coild
give might, or might not, be considered blﬂdmg by his
successors. The incertitude felt by a moneyed man in
advapcing cash to the Minister for the public seevice
can, therefore, well be imagined; he had, in tfuth, to
look to the speedy recovery of his capithl while the
existing Ministry should last, by demanding exoesswe
security in assignments of revenue, or by obtaxnmg
.such a high rate of interest a5 would of itself in a brief
time cover a multityde of risks.

Dccasmnally, too, the State jewels wotld be pledged,
in order to temporarily enrich the treasury. Thus
Mr. Dighton, once in the Nizdm’s employ, arranged for
a loan to the Government from the native bankers of
Hyderabuds in return for State jewellery held in pawn;
and, ®gain, a famous gem, called the Nizam’s Jewel,
was pledged to'a committee of native bankers!

There were two classes of the community, however,
who immensely profiled by this state of affairs—viz.,
the local bankers, native and European, who fattened
by directly administering to the needs of the State, and
the military chief8 and great civil officials, from whom

*the Government in its extremity also borrowed money
on occasion. These classes not only enriched them-
selves, b.ut obtained a positive grip on the Gévernment,
which was extremely dangerous to the public welfare.

The banking interest benefited enormously, because,
though the obligations incurred in “its favour might

’
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pever bee*satisfied in ful] yet they were fu]ﬁlled to an
eitent which yielded. both remuneration and large
profit. Fhe normal rate of interest was from 18 to 24 per
cent. per am\um and even this was exceeded by allowing
premia and bonuses whereby the principal on which
interest had to be paid far exceeded the loan actyally
receivel. Then, again, the lenders of money used often
to obtain, in Satisfaction of their dues, first assignments
on the revenues of districts and then the management
of thg‘districts themselves. In this way they acquired
for a time the position of territorial chiefs. Instances—,
of which a.good deal will be heard in the diary—are
Messrs. Palmér & Co., Mr. Dighton, Piran Mall
a Mérwéri, Péshutanji Vikaji 9 Parsi, and Ramaswimi
Mudaliyar a Madrasi.
It is here necessary to digress for a short while into
a subject that has formed the basis of one of the bitterest
controversies that cver disturbed Ano‘]o-Indm—vw s that
which raged over the transactions of’Mesns. Palmer & Co.
Perhaps no story connected with India, excepting that of
‘Warren Hastings, has been argued out at greater length,
more voluminously written about, and more often epitom-
isedaccording to the views of the writer than this one; but
as it crops up again at so much lengtlt in the diary, the
task of once more bringing the leading facts regarding *
it before the reader becomes a necessity. In 1799 Mr.
William Palmer, the son of General Palmer, former]y
Resident at the Court of the Péshwé of Poona, by a
Bégam of Lucknow, came to Hyderabad in a military
capacity, his brother, the well-known Mr. John Palmer,
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settling as a :merchant at Calcutta at the same time.
Subsequently Mr. William*Palmer quitted military em*
ployment and started the mercaitile firm of Palmer, &
Co. By the ‘time Sir Henry Russell was ‘?,esldpnt and
Chandd Lal was Minister, and the finaneial difficulties
of the State began to be more than embarrassing, i.e.,
abofit 1810, this firm had become possessed of t,he.con-
trol of a large capitul. This they employed in advances
to the Nizdm’s Government on assignments of revenue at
an mterest of 25 per cent. Rupees 200,000 a mon%h were
advanced in this way on assigpments valued at 3,000,000
* rupees annually. There was no express guarantee that
the firm would be Protected, but it was ynderstood both
by the lenders and borrowers that the British Resident
endorsed the transaction. Thus matters went on till
the arrival of Sir Charles Metcalfe on the scenein 1820.
By this time the members of the firm had become a
danger to the State, and were in a fair way of becoming
the assignees of its entire revenues. In 1820, osteasibly
to relieve the Nizam of the great pressure of his debt to
them, a gigantic loan of 6,000,000 rupees, payable in six
years at 18 per cent. interest, was negociated —but there
was ta be a bonus of 800,000 rupees to be paid to the
firm for the accompmodation, which materially increased
« the rate of interest. Metcalfe boldly set to work to stop
this “ plunder of the Nizdm,” but he was met with so
influential an opposition that for a time his efforts alto-
gether failed. Sir William Rumbold, the son of a
Governor of Madras, who had married a ward of the
then Governor-General, Lord Hastings, and had come
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to India jn his train, had joined Palmer: & Co. Here
then was a backstairs influence? such as a native in-
triguer dearly loves, and nothing® could persuade the
people of Hyderabad that this “ son-in-law ” of the
Governor-Geemreral was not possessed of immense power.
It appears that as regards the firm there was no lack of
disposition to trade upon this notion, and it led to those
large allowangces to the members of the firm of Palmer
& Co. and their families, which further helped to.im-
povernh the State. Metcalfe’s proposed remedy for.a.ll
this was drastic and simplg—to raise a six per cent. loan
*to the Nizidm in Calcutta, guaranteed by the British®
Government, ig order to enable him*to pay off all debts
such as he owed Palmer & Co, This meant ruin to the
firm, who did little other busmess than their Govern-
ment transactions, and they set all their influence with
Lord Hastings to work to prevent it being carried cut,
and as long as he remained Governor-Generarthey‘were
successful. About this time Metcalfe became aware
that some of the Residency Officials had been themselves
mixed up in Palmer & Co.’s doings, and this led to the
famous affidavit by Messrs. Palmer and Rumbold pur-
porting to state on oath that nothing of the kind had
occurred. However, on July 1, 1823, Lord Hastings
left India, and under Mr. John Adam, his temporary .
successor, the debt to the firm was soon discharged, and
in the same year it became bankrupt from natural causes.
By the discomfiture of this housg the Nizdm’s Govern-
ment was undoubtedly saved from destruction ; but the
firm had many friends, and these created that six days’
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debate in the Court of Proprietors in 1824, which
proved o be a greater sensation than had apy. Indiay
matter since the triai of Warren Hastings. Even ngw
apologists for'Messrs. Palmer & Co. seem ,tocbe forth®
coming on occasion. It may be. noted bhere that Mr:
William Palmer died at Hyderabad in 1867, apensmner
on the Nizdm’s Government, aged 87. -
The practice of the State of borrowing from its
servants was a yet more dangerous matter than these
bankmg troubles, and financially even more objecticaable,
for it directly led to increased permanent expend:ture.
*Because, when the administrator of a province was-
applieu to, he would stipulate that the commission or
percentage he received [rom the State for collecting
and managing the revenue should be raised. Again, a
military chief—as will be seen later on—held all the
contracts for the supply and pay of the troops under
him,oand when asked for a pecuniary subsidy he would
make it a condition that the number of his forces should
be raised, whereby he would permanently benefit. He
also became a standing opponent of economy and reduc-
tion, and what was worse still, he acquired an interest
in the non-settlement of his accounts, for adjustment
would undermine, his power, and as long as they were
left open he had a sort of leverage on the Government
to maintain his troops and keep up his contracts.
Ministers were thus forced to entertain troops they could
otherwise have well spared, and owing to the complica-
tions arising from such a system as that above described,
the military accounts became intricate and involved.
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This led to disputes between the treasury and the troops
“vhenever,pay was disbursed, afid thence to the well-
kpown ‘city dangds” of Hyderabad. A dangd was a
Tiot, moré or less sanguinary, stirred. up by a military
*chief, or his ‘men, in .order to enforce the payment of
salary in arrears; or the seftlement of a disputed item of
accound.
The practjcal reform of this terrible state of things
was one of the achievements of the Silir J: ang,. the
greatost Minister that ever controlled the temtor) of
the Nizdms. At the timg under consideration he was
* in the midst of his work and in some respects in the’
midst of his greatest difficulties. The subject of+reform
is therefore constantly mentioned in the fullowing pages.
The treaties of 1853 and 1861, under which Berar was
assigned to the British Government in order to secure
the payment in the future of the Hyderabad Lontmgent
Forces, relieved the financesof themostimperative of allthe
demands upon them, and enabled the Minister to bring
the public expenditure below the income, so as to provide
a margin for reducing the outstanding debts, which so
terribly affected the welfare of the State. The first step
was to lower the power of the daftardirs, so as te bring
the accounts under the direct contro} of the Minister,
and, after beating down much severe opposition, this,
was effected. The chief of them passed away by retire-
ment and, decease, and their successors relapsed into
their original status. Then soge of the more urgent
military accounts were cleared off, leading to some bad
dangés or pay ripts, but these became less and less

[ ]
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frequent and finally entlrely ceased. This Measure
permitted reductions in the number of the troops, thoucrh
these were carried out in one case, at least, by the for- >
cible expulsion of the men discharged. Alsomew Jloans
were raised at much more reasonable rates’of interest
than before, owing to the impraved credit of the Goverh-
ment, fesulting from the measures just detailed #i.e.,
the interest payable on them was reduced from 18 and 24
per ceat. to 8 and 12 per cent. Lastly, the State jewels
were redeemed from mortgage, and the last of them, the
Nizdm’s Jewel already mention2d, was restored to His
Highness’s coffers in 1867. The public debt of Hyder-
abad bad’never reached an amount which ceuld be held
to be unmanageable uncer % proper system of finance ;
and between 1853 and 1867 it had been paid off so fast,
that in the latter year it was calculated that only ten
mhbre years were required to free the State of debt
altogether. o

One other.fiscal reform of this time must be mentioned,
viz., the introduction of the Ad/isikia (halysicca) rupee.
The Deccan for many years was troubled with a variety
of debased cdins, issuing from various district mints
at Sugir, Gadwél, Gurmitkal, Nariyanpet, the suburb
round the Residencyy and elsewhere. In 1856-57 all
the mints were abolished except that at Hyderabad, and
this issued a new standard rupee called the Adlisikka,
i.c., the modern coin. The old coinage was not récalled,
but was natumlly rapldly replaced by the new and
more trustworthy one.

It will be seen from what has been above explained,
c
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, that in' 1867 the state of the army was a burning
°9uesti.ou‘ at Hyderabad. The Nizim’s troops were at
¢ that time a mixed force in the fullest sense, and were
. under three separate and independeat ‘commanders, the
Nizim himself, the Minister, and the Amir Kabir. All
this was exclusive of the Hyderabad Contingent, a force
kept up and disciplined by the British Government at
the Nizdm’s expense, and for many years previously, in
ona shape or another, the main source of His High-
ness’s military strength.

The nucleus of the Hyderabad Contingent was
Russell’s’ Brigade, a section of the Nizim’s forces
organized on the British-Indian model by the Resident,
Sir H. Russell, during the”Pindari war of 1817; but
the Minister’s or Diwdni troops grew up in various
miscellancous ways. In the first place there were the
well-known Arabs of the Deccan. Though of older
origin, this force really owed its effective formation to
the flocking into Hyderabad of Arabs thrown out of
service by the destruction of the surrounding Marath4
States in the beginning of this century. The further
progress of this body, containing in itself all the vices
that have ever been attributed to foreign mércenaries,
was fostered by the policy of R§ja Chandd Lal, the
Minister between 1820 and 1845, till at last it began
to defy alike the authority of the Nizim and of the
British Government In the second place,‘there arose
a body of Sikhs, chiefly during the ministry of Raja
Chandé Lal, who was himself a Sikh. It was
apparently hoped that it would prove a counterpoise to
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the Arabs, but in the result it oxly served to aggravate
the troybles of the unhappy Stafe. Then there werge
northern Muhammadan bravoes and adventuters from,
Oudh, Sindl, ‘and, Ballchistdn, called by the 'genera.l
name of Rohéla, whose numbers gradually increased till -
by 1840, they had assumd formidable proportisns.
Thess men were, in truth, the freelances of the Deccan,
abounding in personal valour and prowess, buf possessed
of an evil fame, and never really deserving the name
of soldiers. To these must be added miscelladeous
troops termed “ Line-wilds,” who were a remnant of the
first European style of force orgamzed for the Nizam.
Unger +the Minister were also the mansabddrs, or
retainers, who were coynted as soldiers, though many
of them were only nominally so. They were persons
who received a stipend on condition of rendering fealty
and service whenever required. This motley crew
numbered about 31,000 altogether, or 26,000 infantry
and 5,000 cavalry, the main details of the infantry
being : Arabs, 6,000; Sikhs, 1,000; Rohélas, 2,000 ;
Linewalas, 15,000 ; Mansabdars, 2,000.

The troops under the Nizdm’s own command were
the Sarfi-khés force, about 8,500 strong, and almost all
Dakhanis, while those under the Amir Kabir were
called the Pigdh, or Bodyguard, numbering about
4,000, of whom, however, about a third were cavalry.
The components of these forces varied considerably,
from fairly drilled and disciplined men, dressed and
armed on the European model, down to downright

“irregular ” rabble. They were maintained from the
c2
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revenues of lands set’ apart for the purpose, known as
*4he Sarf-i-khds and Pigdh.lands; of which a good deal
. Will be Lieard in the diary.
Lastly, the Reformed Troops will - be constantly
* mentioned in the following pages, and these consisted
mainly of the body called,ny the natives after its head-
quartgrs at the Gosha Mahal, near Hyderabad. . They
numbered about 2,500, and were included in the Diwdni
troops. They were disciplined and drilled under
Eurepean and Eurasian officers, and the major part of
them were in excellent condition.

Thus, ip the aggregaté, the Nizam’s army, excluding
the Contingept, was estimated to number about, 43,500,
and to cost on the whole, about ninety-four ldkis
annually. These figures, however, were merely esti-
mates, as the system of military administration did not
admit of any accuracy as to muster-rolls and returns of
expenditure. The troops were paid ‘always through
their chiefs, whether these received their grants from
the treasury, or were given assignments on the revenues
of districts, called in consequence the fanklwdl (or pay)
{’lukas. The army was, in fact, raised, paid, mustered,
equipped, and accounted for by the military chiefs.
When a chief was entrusted with {he entire manage-
ment of a district, the management, if the chief was
a capable man, admitted of becoming a regular feudal
system ; but when he merely received a lump sum and
settled with the men Jn his ewn way, anything like
a military organization was destroyed, and the existence
of a paper army was directly fostered. There was,
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moreover, never any commander-m-clnef anfl what
musters there were, wereYheld separately in seetions, so-"
that the samc men a§ ared at various musters’.
Lastly, except as to actual ;Jayments from the treasury
to the chiefs, all 1hat could| be stated by the Govern-
ment as to the amount of tlk\military éxpenditure was
that the districts administered by the chiefsswere
estimated to yield a certain gross revenue! * To reform
this.state of affairs was, as will be seen, a continuous
anxiety to the Saldr Jang. ’

In order to make the diasy clear, it is, however,
necessary to enter a little into some of the details of the
composition of the army. The cavalry was in separate
bodies, nnmbering fron: 400 down to small parties of
eight and ten, each body being under its own leader or
Jama’ddr. The horseman was the relation, or depen-
dant, or otherwise the servant, of his Jama'ddr, who
disbursed his pay and provided his horse, arms, and
accoutrements. In other words, there was a thoroughly
feudal relation between the Commander, or Jama’dér,
and the Trooper, or Sawdr, and the cavalry generally
possessed all the advantages and disadvantages of
feudality. =~ With very few exceptions they were
Muhammadans, anl in some instances formed an
excellent “irregular” body; the troopers being high-
spirited and of good descent, and their horses of the
best Dakhani breed, while their commandars were
persons of position and respectability, first rate men
both as to character and family—indeed, the very
flower of the population. It was among the good
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ca.valry,'in fact, that the real cl}ivalry of the Deccan
.Was to Ve found. To be aided to these were the
-Wanpaztl Lancers, 275 in ni .mber, orlgma]ly belonging
to the Réjé of Wanparti, bui in 186 forming a part of
" the Reforméd Troops' unde* a European Commandant,
whd kept them in good ozder.

There was very little artillery worth mentioning, and
this chiefly’ consisted of two bullock batteries of a
superior kind, belonging to the Reformed Troopss.and
undér European officers.

Of the infantry, the Arabs formed the most important
section, tlre real strength of which lay in the true Arabs
(asal) in 1it, .¢., those who were etther born in° Arabia,
or were sprung from Arabiah parents. These formed
two-thirds of it, the rest being mawallads, or the
sons of Arab fathers and Indian mothers. The asal
Arabs possessed many martial and soldierly qualities,
especially courage and endurance; and their aptitude
for holding together by mutuzﬂ aid and support in
moments of danger or trial was remarkable. Though
undisciplined and untrained, they were skilful in some
kinds of fighting, particularly under partial shelter.
Behind any sort of cover they were formidable, but in
the open they would not face ‘disciplined troops.
Their arms were matchldcks of considerable range,
and formidable daggers, called jambirs. Their violence
and lawlessness had been notorious, but their conduct
had imptoved before 867, though even then it was
far below the proper standard. The mawallads had the
same characteristics as the asals, though foned down.
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The men generally were under Jama’dars, wit]f.;‘egard
to whom they had the same feudal relation as the
troopers had towards thwr commanders, as-already’

a wprd, by §Ee way, of
Turkish, and not Arabic, om{‘in. The principal Arab
Jama’ddrs—often mentioned’ in the diary—iwere
"Abdu’llah in °Ali, the Saifu’ddaula, a man of advanced
age, 9f much celebrity in the Deccan annals, and
reported to be immensely rich; the Barak Jang; the
son of the well-known Jama’dar Umar din ’Auq, a
mawallad, reported to be as rich as the Saifu’ddaula, and
to be well disposed towards the British; and Ghélib
bin 'Almés, the Ghalib Japg, Kamkému’ddaula, a well
known mawallad leader of advanced age.

The Sikh infantry were under Jama’dirs in small
numbers, but were paid by the Péshkar direct, though
in the prestnce of their Jama’dars. Of the Sindhi
infant;'y not more than half were natives of Sindh.
They were all under Jama’dirs in detached bodies.

The Linewalds, or troops formed on the European
model, more or less, were Dakhanis and Hindust4nis,
anfl mestly Hindis, consisting, as usual, of several
separate bodies. Jhe best were the Finglass Corps,
galled after an Englishman, honourably distinguished
in Hyderabad history, and still commanded by his
descendants. After this came the Imrat Lal Corps, so
named after its commgnder, formed out of ‘the force
organized by the celebrated Frenchman, M. ‘Raymond,
and disbarded in 1799. Another relic of the old

3

and their Jama’ddrs the *

.



«

24 ' * Hyderabad.

French Ascendancy in 4he Nizim’s Dominions existed in
. the person of M. Fendugy, ;n officer of the Sarl-i-
khas force. Then there wag Yasin ’Ali Begs Corps,
*an inferior body, bta.tloned}‘at the Palaue, and several
.Jjami’yats, or small bodies, jrom 50 to 350 men each
under separate commande } To all of these must be
added the Joceph Cordoza Corps, once in the Riji of
VVa,npartl s service, but in 1867 included in the Niziam’s
Reformed Troops. Tt was a well-disciplined body.

Last]_y, there were the Barkanddzes, or miscellaneous
Troops, in which were included the Lodhis, the
Karnitaks, the Nizdmat$ or Court Troops, the Riumis
(Turks, 7.e., Asiatic foreigners), and the I{{Lf.hors or
Rijpits.

In a Native State the pohce are always closely con-
nected with the army, and as the subject of police
administration constantly crops up in the diary, a
brief notice of it is here desirable. In the Nizdm’s
Dominions generally there never was a police force, as
we understand the term, the duties of a constabulary
being performed in a sort of way by the troops, the
Jagirdirs, and other landholders, the assignees of
districts under fiscal arrangements, and civil qfficiats,
hawdlddrs, and so on, whose real duty, however, was

the collecticn of revenue. But in Hyderabad, Aurang-

dibdd, and other large cities, under officers, styled #ofwdls,
were establishments strictly constituted as police, and
exercising civil functions alone. (The Kotwél of Hyder-
abad was 'always an ir’nportant personage, ostensibly
urder the Minister, but mainly looking direct to the
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Nizém for his authority. In addition to this there
were figzed from time j‘o time police posts,,according
as circumstances requirtd, along the main® lines eof
traffic. e ) )

The institution of the village watchman flourished-
in the Hyderabad TerntoNgs much as elsewherg in
India, and was in Telingdna strengthened Jy the
immumorial existence of a sort of hereditary police
oﬂicml styled the munewdr. 'These men ucted as rural
chiefs, resolute to resist aggression from the Governinent,
or their neighbours, and to keep the peace within
eircles of villages.

Such, was the state of affairs out of whlch the Sdldr
Jang created the beginpings of an eﬂiclent Police
Department, styled the Mahkama-i-Kotwdli. At first
a civil force, called the Nizdmat, was raised under the
orders of four Zila’ddrs to keep order, and then a general
police forceqor the whole country was established under
the orders of the district officers, and the general control
of the Majlis, or Revenue Administration Board at
Hyderabad. The district superintendents were called
mullamins, $he inspectors amins, the police detachments
saaks (a Turkish word), and the posts chaukis. Ulti-
mately the Majlis was relieved of police superintendence,
and a chief police authority established, with five
deputies, one for each fiscal division of the county.

From this arrangement, as from all other civil ar-
rangements, were' excluded the Sarf-i-khds DlStI’lLtS,
the Pdgdh jdgirs, the Jdgirdt, and the City of Hyder-
abad. In the Sarf-i-khds Districts the old style of
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police stidl prevailed, add in the Pdgdh jdgirs the Amir
Kabir made his own arrangemgatd, and that o some
purpose. "In the Jdgirit wg4 kept up a special force
called the Mabkama-i-Kotwil} Bertin-i-Balda, or Subur-
$an Police Department Tlys was under Haidar Bég,
an aofficer mentioned in thﬂiary, and highly thought
of by the Resident. His working was satisfactorys and
considering he controlled the most important police
Junsdlctlon in the country, it was fortunate tlm.t he
managed so well. In Hyderabad itself the pohce re-
mained, as of yore, practically under the personal super-
wvision of the Nizim, and though the state of affairs
showed a vast jmprovement over former times, though
violence no longer stalked abopt in broad daylight,
and though blood no longer flowed in the streets, the
result was owing to the general amelioration and soften-
ing of manners, and to the forbearance of powerful fac-
tions rather than to any inherent force br vf%or in the
city police. . )
From a consideration of the police we naturally pass
on to the administration of justice, a subject constantly
in the thoughts of both Minister and Resident. Inall
that follows on this point it must, however, be borhe
in mind that in the arrangements of the Minister neither
the Sarf-i-khds Districts, the Pdgdh jagirs, nor the
Jégirdt were included. In all these the chief carried on
‘justice” as he chose, except that capital punishment
and the mpst heinous crimes were referred to the Nizdm.
However, the regular Courts constituted by the Sélar
Jang had begun to take up cases occurring in the
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Jdgirit, on references from the Jégirdirs, andthus it

was hoped that by degrees a salutary and *tolerably*
complete jurisdiction over “hese districts would_sprirg,
up. ‘ ." .

The grave and constant Hifficulties in the way of the *
Sélir Jang in reforming the Judicial A-dministration of

the Territories committed to his charge will hecome

apparent from many significant entries it the diary.

It w:ll be now sufficient to explain shortly the state of

things he found, and how he set to work to create more

satisfactory conditions. The original judicial system,

such as it was, throughout the Nizdmn’s dom:inions, was

fairly complete as regards the Muhammadan, but left

the Hindu population in erdinary matters to their own

laws and usages. There was a Department called the

Saddrat, of which the officers were the Sadr Amin and

the Sadr Sadir, who tried civil causes. There were also

Kizig established everywhere, to whom reference was

made in cases involving a knowledge of criminal and

customary law. In Hyderabad itself the Kdzi, as will

be seen later on, was an official of much importance.

Mercantile disputes were settled by arbitration. But

under Any circumstances few judicial awards could be

carried out withodt the support or the interference of

sthe Executive.

Between 1820 and 1845 these judicial arrangements
were almost obliterated, and there grew up a,variety of
usurpatlons on the part of indiyiduals; in other words
those who were strong enough systematically took the
law into their own hands. Thus the Arab chiefs claimed

-
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the so]eMght of pumslung offences commltted by their
“awh mengand enforced paytegt of their own debts by
£8nfining the person of the dgftor, or by sllrroundmg his
The same procedure was
even by rich bankers and

traders !

In all the efforts to reform this state of things % dis-
tinction was®always observed between the city of Hyder-
abad and the 7«'/ukes or districts. In 1816eghe
Surzij.u’l-Mulk, then Minister, appointed judicial officers
in each district under the, titles of wir ’ddil and munsif,
who were made independent of the Executive. In Hyder-"
abad he set up a Criminal Court éntitled the Sulfini
"Addlat, and a Special Court called the Pddshdhi’Addlat
for the trial of Arabs and similar turbulent characters.
He also established a Diwdni ’Addlat for civil cases.
The authority of these tribunals was ﬂuctuatmg and
sometimes precarious; for influential pelsons whether
military chiefs, powerful landholders, rich bankers,
noblemen of rank or persons about the Sovereign, some-
times refused to submit to their jurisdiction and no
decree of any consequence could be executed without
reference to the chief executive authority, and evén then
the ultimate execution often failed. At the same time,
all irregular and improper- jurisdiction cxercised bye
individuals was prohibited, and to some extent
prevented,

It was in 1S65 that the Sdldr Jang undertool\ to con-
tinue this commencement at judicial reform, and through-
out the territdfies under him he introduced the frame-

I4
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work of a real judicial system, by turning the é}iecutive
district officers into jadges and magistrates of Jegrees,.
under the supervision of . Central Court at Hyderabad,
termed the Mahkama-i-Sajr. This was an Appellate” -
Court with full powers, exceptas to death, which required .
the sanction of the Mmlstex but it was subject to the
reviey of the MaJhs-l-Mulafa or Supreme Court. In
Hyderabad he established two Civil Courts of grades,
called the Senior (Buzurg) and Junior (Khurd) Diwdni
’Ad?iiat; while for criminal cases he erected a Folice
Court, Kotwili ’Addlat, and a fully empowered Criminal
Court, the Faujdari ’Addlat. This last was, however,
subject 4o the Majlis.i-Murdfa’, which thus became the
Supreme Court of the whole of the Nizim’s Dominions.
The chief judge of a Court held executive control over
it and was called the ndzim.

The Diru’l-Kazi or Kdzi’s Court was, as has been
above said,=an important complement to the above. On
its civil side it took sognizance of suits of inheritance
and so on, and on its criminal side every case of murder
in the City was referred to it for a fafwa, or decree,
before sentence was passed by the Criminal Court. The
K4zi, of course, administered only Muhammadan law,
and his Court was fortunate, owing to ancient sanction,
in meeting with less opposition from the people than
those newly established. There was also a Mahkama-i-
Saddrat, or Court for the trial of suits connected with
religious endowments and charities. ’

The Minister had, in addition, a J udicial Depart-
ment, under an officer who was really his Judicial
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Secretan)‘f. To this came the returns of all the Courts,
sand it -settled all softs of strgublesome matterg arising
Jout of disputed execution f decrees, resistance to
Judlcml process, and the likq Cases of this description
« were both nnmerous and iinportant, for the Courts still
practically relied on thg/ Minister to execute their
decregs, and enforce their authority. o
All this evas an immense improvement on what had
gone before, but the old evils were still far from L com-
pletely overcome. The arrears in all the Courts were
chronic and very numerous, and the difficulties and
delays me with in the dispensing of civil justice can
hardly be copceived by any but $hose who have seen
something of them. For example, if the plamtlﬁ' was
a man of consequence, he took his time, and was not to be
hurried in producing his proofs; if the witnesses were
the dépendents of an influential party, their attendance
could only be procured by a regular neoci®®ion ; 5, if the
defendant possessed any armed force, and was inclined
to exert it, he had to be orought to terms without
severe coercion, as that might lead to bloodshed !
Again, when after endless delay a decree was given, the
execution proved a yet more delicate affair. Ib was)in
fact, in Hyderabad City difficult to get a decree at all,
and still more difficult to have one executed ! .
Another evil the Courts had to contend with was the
deficiency of the stamp system. There was a Stamp
Office on, the British model, but it was practically in-
. operatlve in the City. " The consequence was that the
outower to present plaints on unstamped paper encouraged
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the making of groundless aud exaggerated cluims, and

rendered parties careless as to the prompt prosecutict

of their suits. -, ,

The rules’of procedure were few and elementary, and,
though Hindd and Muhammadan law was followed ag
occasion required, procedure mainly -rested with the
judgé. Fine was the chief punishment, and imprison-
ment was carried out in the local jails, which were much
likg.those of a freshly-acquired British district, and,
judged by that standard, were fairly well ordered.
Death was by decapitation, and long-term convicts. were

‘usually deported to British penal settlements, under a
special’ Act of the Indian Government. .

The judges were mostly maulavis, often fairly trained,
and all well educated. Some of them by firmness and
uprightness brought credit on their calling; such were
Kardmét ’Ali and Nasru’llah, of the Faujdéri *Addlat
and ‘Muh%yu"ddin, and his son, Aminu’ddin, of the
Judicial Department.

Asregards the general civil administration, there was
naturally many a conference between the Minister and
the Resident, and perhaps the grandest of all the Sdldr
Jang’s many achievements was its substantial and
effectual reform. .

- Originally the Nizdm’s -Dominions were divided into
six Governments, or Sibas ; viz., Birdr Painghdt and
Birdr Bdldghdat (now Berar, or the Berars, under
British 'management),‘Aurang:ibéd, Bidar, Hyderabad,
and Bijépar, which last consisted of the Raichir and
Kulbarga divisions of the old ’Adil Shéhi Monarchy of
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Bijdpir. ¢ Each Siiba” was divided into Sarkdrs, or
Rivisions,eand each Sarkdr-inte Ta'lukas, or Districts.
The head of a Stba was the swbaddr, or shortly, siba,
an office that rapidly fell into abeyanct, and now
txists only in the title of the modern /ta'lukddr of
Aurangdbéd.

Each {a’luka was under a {a’lukddr, whose office was
modelled one the same plan as that of the modern
dxstnct officer of British India, as he was the ]gcal
collector of revenue, the dispenser of justice, preserver
of the peace, and general administrator. It is clear
that in the scheme of Government which contem-’
plated his existence it was intended that he ‘shopld
be a specially selected and regularly salaried resident
official ; but this was apparently never the practice. We
have already seen how districts came to be handed over
to military chiefs, and the civil creditors of the Govern-
ment, with carfe blanche as to managemment; and, as a
matter of fact in the remaining caSes, the {a’/ukddr was
habitually appointed on account of position and in-
fluence, and remunerated by a commission on the
revenues he collected, and by a percentage té& cover the
costs of administration. So long as he pakl the
stipulated revenue to the Governmentehe might govern
as he pleased, provided the .Minister was not worried
by violent and persistent complaints. He might reside
where he Jjked, and usualily did reside at the capital,
leaving a deputy, or #dil, to do Mswork for him. This
ndib was usually a mere office hack, with limited
authority, and on a perfectly inadequate salary; and
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yet he was locally the only official referee the people
had, and’ the only represenfative of the Govérnment !

Again, in times of financial difficulty, the #a’/ukddr was*
required to pay a nazar, or large money fee sn appoint- _

ment, to the Government, and sometlmes éven a year’s

revenue in advance !

This’ system naturally led to crying abuses, and in
1820 the despatches of the Resident, Sir Charles (Lord)
Metezdfe teem with details of the evils it led to. Thaese
he remedied for a time by establishing European
officers in different places to watch over the native ‘ad-
ministrators; but in 1830 native supervisots, called
amins, were substituted for them, and had to be with-
drawn in 1840 as unfitted for their purpose!

In 1855 the Sdlir Jang commenced his reforms by
gradually taking the f«'/ukas out of the hands of those
to whom they had been hypothecated; an operation
which jnvolved settlmo' the demands of the assignees,
and satisfying their cLums This was called officially
“.the resumption of the ta’lukas.” The lankhwdk jdyirs,
those assignments of land revenue to military chiefs in
lieu of pay due to their men, already explained, were
simi‘]arly'treated, and as each 7a’luka or jdgir was re-
sumed, it was plfced under a fa'lukddr of a new
description, who was a regularly-salaried government
official.

By 1865 the Zila’bandi System was introduced, under
which the #a'lukas were “redistributed among fourteen
districts or zila’s, which became the administrative—

and, as we have already seen, eventually also the
D
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‘]udlclal—dlwswns of, the country, The zila’ or district
oﬁicxa]s were the first (awal), second (doyum), #nd third
'(aoyum)-{a ‘lukddrs and the faksilddrs. The ta’lukddr awal

.was a jrue‘district officer, z.c., he was thé collector of
revenue, arbiter of landed tenures, controller of the
police, magistrate, civil judge, and general manager.
The others were his assistants, while the falsildd’s were
subordinates in charge of the subdivisions into which
his district was split up, mainly for fiscal purposessas in
in British India. From this system were, as usual,
excluded the Sarf-i-khds districts, the Pdagdh jdgirs, and
the Jdgirdt,in all of which public affairs were conducted
as of yore. In addition to these, there were scattered
jdgirs in the various districts, which were more or less
under the ¢a’lukddrs, but whose owners often asserted
independent jurisdiction.

To supervise the district officials was appointed in
1864 an Administrative Board, the Maﬂxs-l-Malguzan,
consisting of five members (ruln plu., arkdn) and a
secretary (sd/ib-i-dastkhat), which controlled the revenue
(mdlguzdri) and the police (fofwalt), locally inspected the
la’lukddrs offices, and was the official® channel of
communication between the district officials ‘and the
Minister. It worked well as far ad it was able, but its
organization was found to be unwieldy, and so its spheré
of operation anfl ifs numbers were reduced, and in 1867
it consisted only of twqemembers and a secretary. The
superinténdence of the, ta’lukddrs was now entrusted to
five Sadr Ta’lukddrs, who corresponded in many respects
to the Revenue Commissioners of British India. This
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was the crowning reform of all, and led to the 8 organiza-
tion of the Diwéni Territoriés into five divisions, smtee‘h
districts, and 114 subdivisions. The followirg table
showing these will be useful to the student of the

-

diary : — . *
*Division. ’ District. Subdivisions.
.o Médak . . 5.
Northern . { Indiar with Slrpur-Tandur 12
Yalgandal . . . 9 .
. { ¢ Khamman (Wirangal) 9
Eastern ' {Nalgundn. e
. ' Nagar Karnil . . Y 8
S East Raichiir . 5
West Raichur, 4
Southern . / Shtrépér 4
\ Kulbarga. 6
Bidar 7
Western =« ' { Ninddir . 9
’ (Ngldruo . 9
S Aurangibid 10
North-Western . (Parbham 6
Birh 6
|

No atcount of the administration of the Nizdm’s
Dominions at the period under consideration would be
at all adequate without somre reference to the methods
employed for raising revenue. Two-thi#0s of the State
income came from the land (gglyuzdri), and it is this
point that must claim our chief atiention. . -

In the land revenue arrangements there had always

been a distinction made between Telingdna and Mardth-
D 2
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wan Inideed, the fir st Nizdm had combined the Sibas
oi' H yderdbad and Bidar ir'a revenue dftar or office,
ealled the Daftar-i -Telingéna, and the Sibas of Auran-
gibdd gnd Bijdpir in the Daftar-i-Mardthwiri. To
manage thesé he espectlly introduced two capable out-
siders, the Daftarddrs above referred to, whose offices
unfortdnately became hereditary, as is usual in 1fative
India, in their respective families, viz., of the Rdi Rdydn
(the &oy Royan of many old books) and of the &djd
Indarjit. The daftdrs were originally constituted for
the tecord of all papers regarding the land, but how
they developed into an efficient means for prwate pecu-
lation has alretdy been seen. o
In Telingdna the fundamental tenure of land was the
well-known ryotwari (ra’iyatwdri) system, by which the
ryot (ra’iyal) or peasant proprietor, cultivated his fields
from father to son, giving up somethmg less than half
- to the State, but possessing no posltwe rwht to the
. land, though practically keeping undisturbed possession
as long as his dues were discharged. The cultivable
country was parcelled out into villages and estates.
Each village was controlled fiscally by ard hereditary
patél, remunerated by a percentage on its reventtes, with
whom was sometimes associated a* fawjddr: patél, to
suppress crime and keep the peace. There was besides
a pdndya, or hereditary accountant and record keeper,
called also palwdri and mukarrir. In some places
villages tvere grouped together in circles under
déshmukls (ov head patéls) and déshpindyas. In this
part of the country the ryot paid his revenue in grain,
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which, after conversion into cash by the local banker,
was forwarded to the Government. P

In many parts of Telingdna, too, there extsted from
ancient times Zaminddrs, or local magnates, who were
entitled to dues (rusiém), i.c ,a percentage on the'revenue
of a certain area; but beyond these dues they could not
necessarily claim any further income from the land.
These Zaminddrs, however, were often employed as
revenue farmers of the tracts which they controlled, and
whlch were officially called when in this condition,
sarbasfa. 'This system had one good effect. Tracts
rendered sarbasta could not be given over to military
chiefs br bankers, for though the Zaminddr might be
exacting, he had a local feeling, and was an easier
master than the Arab or the alien banker. Zaminddrs,
who were also revenue farmers, became powerful person-
ages, and when, unfortunately for the people, their
farms hapPened to be assigned in jdyir, they could be
ousted only after a severe collision with the assignee.

In Mardthwari the prevailing tenure was of a similar
nature, except that Zaminddrs and sarbasfa lands were
rare, and the revenue was commonly paid by the ryot
id cash after an appraisement of the standing crop,
termed dchni. Consequently it was in this daflar that .
assignments of revenue wete most frequently made.

In the days of Nizdm ’Aliand his minister the *Arasti
Jdh or the ’Azimu-1-Umari, the land revenue arrange-
ments were tolerably efficient ; but the farming system,
which even then existed, continued its pernicious
growth, till, in the evil days of Chandi Lal, the fact
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that the ryots were not oppressed by farmers, who were

“ehiefs residing in Hyderabad city, beyond endurance,
was maitly to be attributed to the patience and
forbearance yvhich, despite all its other ‘grave defects,
«distingtished that Minister’s administration.

‘We are now breught down to the date of the Silir
Jang’s, reforms in this direction. In Mardthwdri,
money payments under agreements called Aauls were
instituted, and care was taken to see that the fau/s
were fair and that no exactions beyond them were
demgnded. In Telingdna, the introduction of universal
cash payments was more difficult, as the people were
not accustomed to them, but even there they bectine the
rule. Further, the preparation of the necessary papers,
the classification of soils, the appraisement of field areas,
the general statistics as to population, houses, imple-
ments, and cattle, and the records of changes in assess-
ment began to be made in a mannér tM4t reflected
credit on the Minister’s arrangéments. All this was
effected, too, without interfering with ancient rural
rights, and the déshmukhs, diéshpdndyas, munewdrs,
patéls, and pafwdris did .not find themselves disestab-
lished. One of the effects of these improvements was

. that the land revenue—i.c., as xegards the public
treasury receipts—increased 20 per cent. in the five
years preceding 1867 !

"The next most important item of revenue consisted of
customs (gair) and octroi dues (kardrgiri). *In 1802
the Nizdm concluded a treaty with the British Govern-
ment, which should have placed these matters on a
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good basis. It provided that internal transit duties
should be abolished, -and that the import and export
dues should be fixed at 5 per cent. ad valoren. Up fo
1863, however, the evil of transit duties existed to its
full extent, for this pernicious tax was mamtamed by,
la’lukdars, Jagirddrs, zammdara assignees of revenue,
and gll who were independent enough to 1mpose it.
But in consequence of the urgent reBresentatlons
of Sir G. Yule, the Silir Jang succeeded, with the
cordlal approval of the Nizdm, in abolishing them: In
1864 further steps were taken to properly carry out the
treaty of 1802. Grain was allowed free importa:tion,
and exportation on a duty of eight annas per bullock-
load, and the 5 per cent duty on all other articles
was strictly enforced by means of published schedules.
Regular frontier custom-houses were established, a
proper octroi cordon instituted round Hyderabad,
Aurangdbad, and other places subject to this special
tax, 4nd arrangemerfs made by which no article was
taxed twice over—i.e.,, both at the custom-house and
the octroi post.

Excise (gbkdri) was also an important source of
revenug. It was raised on liquors obtained from the
palm (toddy or /ddi) and the malwd tree, and on drugs
produced from opium, ganjd (hemp), and blang. As a
rule, the excise of each district was farmed out to the -
highest bidder (¢jdnaddr) under certain regulations,
much as~in British India—a system that seems to be
well suited to the country. '

Other sources of income were déshpati, or local funds,
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po’s/t,{'asz, or tribute «from local Rdjds, mint dues,
aazirdnds, or succession fpes paid by chiefs,, stamps,
and a cusious profit on exchange.  This last arose from
‘the old system of multiple coinage, aBowe explained.
oThus in Hy derabad City. all salaries were calculated in
sugiir rupees, and paid in /Ad/isikke rupees, the differ-
ence heing 10 per cent to the profit of the Govern-
ment. The ryots, too, were originally assessed in
sugir, but eventually, in ZAdlisikka rupees. A POI‘thD,
howéver, still paid their assessments in a coin superior
to the sugir, though inferior to the lAdlisikka
rupee; the difference between this and the sugiir cons
stituted a profit to Government. The exclmngc
revenue which had thus arisen was nearly as ]aroe as
that from excise !

The above might be well conceived to be a goodly
show of reforms for one minister to have accomplished
in so short a space as fourteen years; be# the Silir
Jang’s activity by no means rested here. )

A public works department was hardly likely to
be created by such a Government as that of the
Nizdm’s, and nothing of the kind did in fact exist ;
but a beginning was made by the Sédlir Jang by
the systematic employment of European and Eurasian
engineers in the repair of the artificial reservoirs, o
“tanks,” which were of such paramount importance to
agriculture in the Deccan, and these local officers were
supplemer'lted afterwards by the appointmentof a sort
of chief engineer and public works secretary at head-
quarters. In Telingdna the stability of the land
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revenue and the very life of the ryots depended on the

“tanks,’; and so many of.them™ had fallen.into dis--

repair that the question of putting them omce more
into order had become one of primary urgency.

As to roads, the Nizdm’s Government never ez ‘proprio-

molu, undertook road-making at all, and a normal road
was a track rudely formed by cart ruts, andgother
marks of traffic; but at various times %he British
Resident succeeded in inducing it to allow funds for
something in this direction along the most important
lines of communication. Somewhat in this way, at the
period under consideration, several real roads, of no
great length however, were being commenced.

As regards municipal sanitation, the prejudices
against it were strong and deeply rooted; but some-
thing towards improvement was being effected, though
as a result of -the persistent representations of the
Resident rfther than of spontaneous effort.

Education, both gereral and medical, also claimed a
share of the Minister’s attention. In 1856 he estab- :

lished a high-class school at Hyderabad itself, and

afterwards eight more at the headquarters of districts.
Heé also, appointed a secretary to himself, who was to :

make a circuit of,the country, and to report as to
ifs' educational needs. In 1846 Dr. Maclean, the
Residency Surgeon, started a medical school, which was
sedulously superintended by his successor in officc, and
its pupils either praetised privately—much to the
public benefit--or superintendéd the eighteen dispen-
saries, which were in full working order in 1867. The
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Minister took a great interest in the welfare of these
«ipstitutians, and in the year just mentioned gppointed
# officiad visitor.

Lastly, the Deccan, being a hilly country, contained
s forests; which, though not of any great size, were
numerous and worth preserving, and accordingly, in
1867,4 the Minister laid the foundation of a gzegular
forest department, which promised well, if properly
managed in the future. .

Such is briefly the story of the wonderful improve-
ments effected by the Sdldr Jang during the first
fourteen years of his administration. He lived #o
continue his good work for sixteen ‘years lomger, but
it was during these earlier years that he met with his
chief external difficulties. It must be remembered that
the above is a tale of reforms carried out, not by an able
man with the help and approval of his compeers and
superiors, but in the face of persistent opposttion, offered
by jealous and powerful personal enemies, and ‘of the
most vexatious and senseless interference on the part of
his sovereign. How trying his position was during the
lifetime of Nizdm Afzalu’ddaula every page of the
diary abundantly shows. He passed his life, indeed,
in the cold shadow of the indiscriminating disapproval
of a master to whom he lgoked for applause almost by
hereditary instinct.

The reader will doubtless be interested to know
what ma.pner of man he wase«that did so much. On
the 26th May, 1853, his uncle, the Surdju’l-Mulk,
died in office as Minister, and on the 3lst he was
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appointed to succeed him by the®Nizim, though only
twenty-five years of age: amd this is how hes himself -
described the circumstances in a private letter, dated
the 2nd of Juneé, to Mr. Dighton, the banker already
mentioned, then living in England. “Qn Monday *
evening, 3Uth May, I was unexpectedly ordered by
His Highness to attend the darbdr next day, and to
bring two sarpéches [turban ornaments], and also to
write ;to the Resident, and ask him to attend at the
same time, and, without any solicitation on my part or
my grandmother’s, His Highness was pleased to copfer
thte office of Diwdn on me at the darbdr the day before
yesterdag.* * * * T should have been quite
content to remain in unmolested possession of my
uncle’s jdgirs, were it possible, without the cares which
such an office would impose upon me, especially in the
present critical state of affairs here; but I was advised
by my fri®itls, ‘European and native, and with too
much appearance of trath to reject the advice, that if I
declined the office myself and family would be utterly
ruined.* * * T shall, nevertheless, do my best,
with God’s kelp, to restore some order in the affairs of
thig couptry, and endeavour to extricate the Government
from its embarragsments.” How nobly the young
Minister redeemed this promise is a matter of general
history. 'Writing of him, the compiler of the diary to
which these pages are an introduction, says in his
Men and "Events of my d'ime in India—“He had been
from his earliest years edu